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Ferdowsi is reading Shahnameh
Poem to Shah Mahmud of Ghazni
Arfist: Vardges Sureniants Date: 1913
Collection: National Gallery of Amenia
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MEET THE GUEST SPEA

NATALIE HUTCHINS SAMANTHA RATNAM MP  KEITH WOLAHAN MP

Minister for Women of Victoria Leader of the Victorian Greens Member for Menzies

AUNTY DIANE KERR

Snr Wurundjeri Elder
Special Video message

KATRINA NORTH  CR DEIRDRE DIAMANTE CR JULIE WILLIAMS NOS HOSSEINI
Acting Co Chair AMC Mayor of Manningham  Mayor of Darebin Shcclxgc?v\v’ mﬁtﬁ:ﬂ:ﬂp Human Rights Advocate
Women

ALSO PRESENTING: DJ SHAHYAD, KIANA DANCE PERFORMANCE, MR SHAHRYAR
SHAMS VIOLIN PERFORMANCE, KIDS CORNER, AND MORE...
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Naarm & 1001 skys

Naarm in Woiwurrung language of Kulin nation means place. All places in
Australia, including Naarm or Melbourne CBD, hold inherent Indigenous
significance. The artwork illuminates the profound cultural significance of
Australian grasses, specifically Kangaroo Grass (Themeda triandra), in the
historical context of Naarm, underscoring their role in nurturing biodiverse
futures for the Wurundjeri people. In addition, it delves into the impact of
the Hoddle Grid, high-rise structures, and intensified urban development
on the daily experience of the sky within Melbourne’s Central Business
District (CBD). The sky and skylines play an indispensable role in our
connection to the land, representing an essential aspect of experiencing
Country. These elements, however, face mounting threats from the
relentless forces of urbanization and densification.

The artwork juxtaposes the stark realities of the built environment
character against the delicate beauty of Australian grasses. It serves as a
poignant reminder of the contrasting relationships between the harsh urban
landscape and the fragile elegance of native flora. Through this contrast, it
ignites a vision for the future of Melbourne’s CBD, one that is inspired by

a commitment to greater biodiversity and environmental resilience.
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Ata Tara is an emerging artist whose creative journey spans over 23 years
of immersive education, extensive research, dedicated teaching, and
practical industry experience within the realms of architecture, landscape
architecture, and landscape planning. His artistic expression finds its roots in
a tapestry of scientific exploration, including visual resource management,
Geographic Information Systems (GIS), and cartography, all interwoven
with his design research in landscape architecture. His work is driven by
a commitment to addressing critical issues such as climate change and the
decline of biodiversity. Currently, Ata serves as a lecturer in Landscape
Architecture at RMIT University, where he passionately imparts his
knowledge and expertise to students across various academic levels, from
Bachelor’s and Master’s to PhD programs. His pedagogical engagement
mirrors his artistic vision, emphasizing the interconnectedness of culture,
landscape, and sustainability.

At the core of Ata’s artistic narrative is a profound appreciation for
the intricate relationship between Australian Indigenous cultures and
the landscape, particularly their traditional fire management practices.
Drawing inspiration from his own Persian heritage, Ata also explores the
spiritual significance of fire as an element that unites humanity across
cultures and time. He employs fire as a design technique to unveil the
multi-layered complexity of landscapes, delving deep into the inherent
ambiguity and profound meaning they hold.

In his place-based and cultural-based artistic journey, Ata employs
advanced scientific mapping techniques, visualization methods, and data
encoding within GIS to scrutinize landscapes through various lenses. He
harnesses the power of overlay techniques as a fundamental approach in
design disciplines, by using fire to reveal the hidden stories and cultural
layers that define diverse landscapes. His work transcends the boundaries
of traditional art, encompassing spatial qualities and design decisions
that actively contribute to addressing the pressing challenges of climate
change resilience and biodiversity conservation.

Ata’s artistic endeavours are a call

to action, urging us to engage with
cultural layers in diverse locations
and contexts. His creations serve as
an a wealth of research experience
in GeoDesign and participatory
design and planning, particularly
in the dynamic Asia-Pacific region,
Ata is now dedicated to extending
his efforts to participatory art,
fostering a broader engagement
with
His vision is not only artistic

communities worldwide.

but transformative, calling on
communities and individuals to be
stewards of our environment and
cultural values.
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