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Mozhgan Elikaei; who were the heart of this event. Without
doubt, the success of this memorable event is the result of the
collective solidarity and cooperation of these individuals, who
acted with love and a sense of responsibility to preserve and
present Iranian culture.

It is hoped that this program will continue with strength in
the years ahead, and that Nowruz - alongside its universal
and humanitarian message - will become increasingly known
and celebrated within Australian society: a message of hope,
friendship, resilience, and solidarity that we need today more
than ever.

GUESTS FEEDBACK

It was a truly enjoyable and memorable evening, and [ was
delighted to be in the company of such a distinguished
gathering of community members, leaders, and
representatives.

The event was beautifully organised and a wonderful
reflection of the richness of Persian culture. I have no doubt
that AISOV's continued efforts in bringing the community
together will go from strength to strength, and I wish the
organisation every ongoing success In its important work.

Dr Mehdi Soodi, Falcon Visas

As Community Representatives and Faith/Cultural Leaders,
we participated in the Nowruz Celebration at Queens

Hall, Parliament of Victoria and thank ASOV for their kind
invitation. Merci!

To see the ancient Persian civilization, to observe the cultural
customs including the Haft-Sin Nowruz table, to appreciate
the traditional dance, songs and music, to meet and greet
with the Iranian Community was special. At this somber time,
listening to the heart breaking stories, we commend AISOV
for believing in hope. The Theme of Resilience and Renewal,
coinciding with the spirit of Nowruz-E-Piruz, and Cultural
Diversity Month, shows Australia that AISOV believes in
social cohesion. Mamnoon for the little mementoes from Del
Be Del that grace our home

Networking with all over delicious snacks reaffirmed our
faith in Harmony of Humanity. Truly, the Nowruz Celebration
reflected Unity In Diversity.

Dilnaz Billimoria,

On behalf of the House of Persia Community and Cultural
Centre (HOPE), We congratulate your team on the successful
holding of Nowruz celebrations in Parliament.

It was a memorable event that beautifully showcased the
richness of Persian culture and the strong spirit of our
community, as well as a meaningful expression of solidarity
with our compatriots.

We are very pleased to have been part of such a well-
coordinated and well-organized gathering that brought
together community members, leaders, and representatives
from various levels of government. The atmosphere,
performances, and hospitality all contributed to an enjoyable
afternoon.

Farhang Parvisian, President of HOPE

I was delighted to join the Australian Iranian Society of
Victoria to celebrate Nowruz.

It is a testament to the strength of the Iranian-Australian
community that even in a time of great distress and
uncertainty, you brought so many people together from
across Victoria to share a message of hope and resilience.
The speeches from community leaders and musical
performances from talented artists captured the sombre
moment we find ourselves in, while also reflecting the
timeless message of renewal and new beginnings central to
Nowruz.

Thank you to AISOV for putting on such a wonderful event.

Matt Gregg MP | Federal Member for Deakin

It was truly a memorable experience. From the thoughtful
curation of the event, the vibrant performances, and the
elegant Haft-Seen table, to the deeply moving tributes
honoring those who have lost their lives—every element
reflected care, culture, and community spirit.

The delightful sweets in the return goody bag were a lovely
touch and a perfect end to such a heartfelt gathering...
Thank you once again for creating such a meaningful

and enriching celebration. I look forward to many more
opportunities to engage and celebrate together.

Ruchi Sharma
Founder & President, Hello Zindagi Inc.
Co-Founder, HuHaHo (Human Happiness Hope)



Nowruz :
Parliame

By: Management Committee Members

Nowruz Celebration at the Victorian Parliament

The Nowruz celebration at the Victorian Parliament was

held this year with the attendance of state and federal
parliamentarians, senators, mayors, local council members,
multicultural community leaders, artists, and members of

the Iranian community. Organized by the Australian Iranian
Society of Victoria, this event has become one of the most
important cultural occasions for the Iranian community in
Australia in recent years, with organizers striving each year to
deliver it with greater quality and richer content than the year
before.

This year marked the sixth consecutive year that the AISOV
had the honor of hosting this event. The main purpose of
holding Nowruz at Parliament is to introduce Iranian culture,
art, and values to politicians, lawmakers, and people from
diverse cultures and backgrounds in Australia. Nowruz is not
merely the beginning of a new year; it is a symbol of hope,
friendship, empathy, and renewal; values that have been
rooted in Iranian culture for centuries and passed down from
generation to generation.

Holding this event inside the Victorian Parliament building
provides a valuable opportunity for the role and standing

of the Iranian community to be formally recognized within
Australia's multicultural fabric. The event also serves as a
platform for dialogue, mutual understanding, and building
closer ties between the Iranian community and officials and
decision-makers.

This year, however, the atmosphere of the event was
somewhat different. Given the difficult, painful, and worrying
conditions that the people of Iran have faced in recent years,
AISOV decided to dedicate the central theme of the ceremony
to "resilience and solidarity.” This theme was an effort to
honor the perseverance of the Iranian people in the face of
hardship, while also emphasizing the importance of solidarity
and mutual support within immigrant and multicultural
communities.

During the speeches, several members of parliament and
civic figures spoke about the situation in Iran, addressing
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the importance of resilience, holding onto hope, and the

role immigrant communities play in strengthening social
cohesion. Many speakers expressed appreciation for the
constructive participation and role of the Iranian community
in Australia, and emphasized cultural diversity as one of

the strengths of Australian society. Remarks from some of
the parliamentarians were met with warm approval from
attendees, further deepening the emotional atmosphere of the
event.

The wide attendance of guests from various parts of the
community - from government officials to social, cultural, and
artistic activists - reflected the special place this event holds
in the calendar of multicultural events in the state of Victoria.
Nowruz at Parliament is not just a cultural celebration; it

1s an opportunity to build bridges between cultures and to
reinforce values such as mutual respect, coexistence, and
social participation.

Alongside the official program, the heartfelt artistic
performances of Iranian artists gave the event a special
charm. The brilliant musical performance by esteemed artist
Mr. Mehrdad Alami, along with members of the Raznak
ensemble, Ms. Shokoufeh Fakhari and Messrs. Kourosh
Rashidi, Farid Kazemi, and Sina Sadri, beautifully showcased
the cultural richness and authenticity of Iranian art, earning
admiration from everyone present, especially non-Iranian
guests. The Australian Iranian Society of Victoria sincerely
thanks these cherished individuals for their valuable presence
and artistic contribution.

The successful organization of an event at this level would
not have been possible without the support of community
sponsors. In this regard, the Australian Iranian Society of
Victoria expresses its deep gratitude to the local businesses
Shirini Taj and Del Be Del.

Finally, AISOV wishes to extend its heartfelt thanks to

each of the dedicated and tireless volunteers; Fereshteh
Lajevardi, Hamed Mozhdeh Jouybar, Saeedeh Salehi, Shima
Mohammadi, Maral Mansouri, Maryam Jahan, Elham Khalaj,
Mohammad Mirkarimi, Daniel Soltani, Hassan Armani, and

-
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support pathways across comparable
visa cohorts.

The conversation also emphasised the
need to empower community members
through accessible information and
opportunities that support meaningful
participation in democratic and civic
processes.

2) Scanlon Foundation Talks
Discussion - 7 May

AISOV initiated conversations with the
Scanlon Foundation on 7 May to seek
support for capacity building within
the Australian [ranian community,
particularly in relation to strengthening
understanding of social cohesion,
democracy, and civic participation.

As part of these discussions, the
Scanlon Foundation facilitated a
connection between AISOV and
Welcoming Cities , enabling further
exploration of potential pathways to
support community engagement,
inclusion, and local-level participation
initiatives.

These engagements aim to strengthen
AISOV's ability to develop programs
that build civic awareness, promote
social cohesion, and enhance
meaningful participation in democratic
and community life among Iranian
Australians.

3) Multicultural Advisory &
Community Representation

AISOV participated in Multicultural
Advisory Committee sessions across the
City of Knog, City of Manningham, and
the Victorian Multicultural Commission.
Through these engagements, AISOV
continued to strengthen its role in
representing the Iranian-Australian
community within local and state-level
multicultural frameworks.

The purpose of AISOV's participation

is to represent the Iranian community
In Victoria , advocate for community
needs and emerging issues, and act

as a voice for Iranian Australians in
policy and consultation spaces. These
engagements also support broader

cultural promotion and community
visibility, contributing to stronger
relationships and mutual understanding
between the Iranian community and the
wider Australian society.

3) AISOV at the ANZAC Multicultural
Event hosted by AAI
On Saturday, 18 April, the Australian

Iranian Society of Victoria (AISOV)

attended the ANZAC Day Multicultural

Event hosted by Australia Afghanistan

Initiative Inc.

The event provided a meaningful

opportunity to strengthen social

cohesion and intercultural
understanding among diverse
communities. Through moments of
reflection and shared remembrance, the
gathering highlighted the importance
of belonging, connection, and unity
within Australia's multicultural society.

Reflecting on Australia's history and the

enduring values of courage, resilience,

and shared humanity served as a

reminder of how diverse communities

contribute to the broader Australian
story. Honouring the past together
also helps foster a more inclusive and
united future.

The event was attended by

community leaders and government

representatives, including:

+ Julian Hill MP, Assistant Minister
for Citizenship, Customs and
Multicultural Affairs

+ Ann-Marie Hermans MP, State
Government Representative for the

South-Eastern Metropolitan Region
+ Brett Owen, Mayor of the Shire of
Cardinia
+ Sylvia Renda, Chairperson of the
Ethnic Communities’ Council of
Victoria (ECCV)

Education & Awareness
Programs

1) Online Seminar: Elder Abuse
Prevention & Aged Care Rights - 17
May (Zoom)

Delivered in partnership with the Ethnic
Communities’ Council of Victoria (ECCV)
on 17 May via Zoom, this information
session focused on raising awareness
about elder abuse, dignity and respect
for older people, and understanding
aged care rights within Australia.

The session explored different forms

of elder abuse, including financial,
emotional, physical, psychological, and
neglect-related abuse, as well as how to
recognise warning signs.

It also provided information on support
services available across Victoria,
pathways for seeking help, and where
individuals and families can access
advice, assistance, and referrals when
concerns arise.

The seminar aimed to empower older
adults and their families through
culturally appropriate information,
while promoting safety, wellbeing,
dignity, and respectful treatment of
seniors within the community.

Community Advocacy Highlight
AISOV has participated in interviews
with BBC (UK), Libération (France),
various local, national, and regional
ABC programs, the Herald Sun, Channel
7, Associated Press, and The Guardian
in Australia.

The advocacy has focused on human
rights in Iran, social cohesion, visa-
related community matters, and raising
awareness of issues affecting the
[ranian-Australian community through
ongoing engagement with media and
stakeholders across the sector.



AISOV
Activities

By: Management Committee member

Over the past few months, AISOV has
continued its active engagement in
advocacy, community collaboration,
multicultural representation, and
community wellbeing initiatives across
Victoria and nationally.

Nowruz Reception - Parliament
of Victoria - 9 April 2026
On Thursday, 9 April 2026, AISOV
hosted its Nowruz Reception at Queen's
Hall, Parliament of Victoria for the sixth
consecutive year.
The event brought together Ministers,
Federal and State Members of
Parliament, senior decision-makers,
community leaders, and members of
the Australian [ranian community to
recognise the resilience of the Iranian
people and explore ways to strengthen
social cohesion.
The program held space for reflection,
with music and atmosphere
acknowledging the situation in Iran,
ongoing human rights violations by
the current regime, and the memory
of innocent lives lost in the pursuit of
freedom and dignity.
Under the theme “Resilience and Unity”,
the event served as a reminder of the
strength of the Iranian community and
the importance of standing together.
This year we were honoured to be
joined by:
¢ The Hon. Ingrid Stitt MLC,
Minister for Mental Health,

Ageing, Multicultural Affairs, and
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Prevention of Family Violence
Evan Mulholland MLC, Member
for Northern Metropolitan Region;
Shadow Minister for Transport
Infrastructure and Multicultural
and Multifaith Affairs

David Southwick MP, Member for
Caulfield; Shadow Minister for
Planning, Housing and Building,
Tourism and Major Events

Dr Carina Garland MP, Member for
Chisholm

Gabriel Ng MP, Member for
Menzies

Matt Gregg MP, Member for
Deakin

The Hon. Natalie Hutchins MP,
Member for Sydenham

Paul Hamer MP, Member for Box
Hill

Councillor Jim Grivas, Mayor of
Manningham

Senior representatives from the
Department of Home Affairs and
the Australian Federal Police
Victorian Multicultural
Commission

Ethnic Communities’ Council of
Victoria

Eastern Community Legal Centre

Migrant Information Centre

¢ House of Persia (HOPE)

Community Engagement &
Policy Discussions

1) Meeting with Senator David
Shoebridge - 16 April

Discussion focused on the importance
of social cohesion within the Australian
[ranian community, particularly in light
of recent developments in Iran and
their impact on community sentiment
in Australia.

AISOV also highlighted the importance
of democracy, civic participation,

and active engagement in civic life

for Iranian Australians, for younger
generations and newly arrived
community members.

The discussion further identified gaps
in government-supported settlement
services, which primarily assist
refugees, humanitarian entrants,

and protection visa holders, as well

as some migrants on family visas.
AISOV raised concerns regarding

the exclusion of Iranian community
members on Resolution of Status (
RoS) visas from accessing equivalent
settlement support services that are
already available to some other eligible
nationalities.

AISOV requested Senator Shoebridge's
support in advocating for equitable
access to settlement services for Iranian
Australians on Resolution of Status
visas, to ensure fair and consistent
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Australian Iranian Society of Victoria (AISOV) is a non-profit, non-political and
non-religious organisation which started its work in 1990 and was officially
established in 1991.

All efforts, funding, and resources at AISOV are dedicated to advancing four key

missions:

¢ Build solidarity and enhance mutual respect within the Iranian community
to celebrate our diversity.

¢ Identify and support the needs of diverse groups of Iranians through
building partnership and referral networks.

¢ Connect the community and build rapport with broader society by
promotion of shared culture and language.

¢ Network within our community and beyond to promote basic human rights

and preserve equality, dignity, and respect for all humankind.

The AISOV management team consists of committed volunteers dedicated to
advancing the well-being of the Iranian community. Through the provision of
meaningful and accessible services, AISOV strives to make a lasting and positive

contribution to the community it serves.

The contents in this publication have been prepared by our wonderful volunteers
for general information and interest only. The publication is made available for the
benefit of the Iranian community in Victoria supported by the Australian Iranian
Society of Victoria (AISOV).

AISOV reserves the right to make changes without notice.

Whilst AISOV, the community members and volunteers (jointly and severally
referred to as Providers) involved in preparation of Golbang, have used their
reasonable efforts to ensure that contents are accurate and current at the time
of publication, the Providers do not in any way warrant the accuracy, content,

completeness or suitability of the information for any purpose.

Furthermore, the contents do not necessarily represent the views of AISOV or its
members or management committee. The Providers will not accept liability for any

claims or damages whatsoever resulting from use or reliance on the contents.
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